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President’s Message 

As the hot days of August are upon us, soon the autumn breezes will 

begin. Hello, I am Pam Raynor, your new Sussex County Retired Edu-

cator’s President. I am looking forward to working with you and for 
you. I was formerly your 1st Vice President and was active in NJEA 

and the SCEA. As I write this, things are quiet in Trenton and unset-

tled nationwide.  I plan to attend NJEA leadership meetings this 

month to bring back information to share at our meeting in September 

and our newsletters. If you need to reach me my cell is 862-268– 5210, 

email raynorpam@gmail,com and home 973-383-8575. 

When I agreed to be president, there were a few items I wanted to ad-

dress and a few goals I wish to accomplish during my two year term. I 

will share these in future newsletters and meetings.  I am acutely 

aware that many of our colleagues, who were members when working 

have let their membership lapse. I will be personally reaching out to 

many lost members to remind them how IMPORTANT their member-

ship is for all of us. Sadly, we have over 500 former educators in Sus-

sex County who are no longer members. I need your help to change 

this.  

My first goal this year is to increase membership by 10 percent. To 

bring back 50 lost members. I plan to start with my district, Newton 

and send out notices asking them to renew.   

I want to thank Marie Kovacs, for being our president for the past 4 

years. During her term she moved to Monmouth County.  I wish her 

well.              (Continued on page 2) 

Celebrating our scholarship awards at our June luncheon meeting: Leah  

Slobodzian, Fred Aug Award; Committee member Debbie Gorin, President 

Marie Kovacs, Scholarship Chair Sharon Mullen, Alexis Bensley, Warren D. 

Cummings Award; Samantha Russell, Pass It Along award.  See page 6  
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President’s Message- (Continued from page 1) 

By Pam Raynor 

Did you notice our new logo on the top 

right hand corner?  It was created for 

us by Diane Barry, NJEA Communica-

tions staff at the request of Ann Lane.  

I wish to write more about how to convince former 

educators who are not United SCREA/ NJREA/ 

NEA– Retired members, to join with us. 

1. Please stress how much better we all will be 

when membership swells.  We need our legisla-

tors to understand the importance of our pen-

sions and health care benefits, which we worked 

very hard for and contributed a portion of our 

monthly paychecks. Benefits are not entitle-

ments or gifts.  Trenton listens when we are 

many and united. 

2. Retired Educator dues are $96 per year, which is 

only $8.00 per month or $2 a week. For this you 

receive three publications: county, state and na-

tional information on education.  I know every 

one of us can afford $2 per week to ensure our 

pension and health benefits.  For $2.00 a week, I 

know I can call NJEA with questions and they 

will find answers for my concerns.  

3. An individual invitation can often bring back a 

member to the SCREA/ NJREA.  When you see 

your former colleagues at school retiree get-

togethers remind them how important continued 

membership can be.  Once educators retire they 

don’t stop being an educator.  

4. If they tell you they don’t like politics, quote 
Frosty Troy, former editor of the Oklahoma Ob-

server and a former NEA Friend of Education 

“Every education decision is a political decision.” 

I hope I can count on your help to increase member-

ship in the Sussex County Retired Educator’s Associ-
ation. 

.  

Editorial 

By Georgeanna Lewis 

As I watched the Democratic Presidential 

Candidates Debates and the NEA-

Representative Assembly Candidate’s Fo-
rum many thoughts went through my head.  

I recalled hearing Bill Clinton and other pol-

iticians address the NEA– RA as candidates. 

I was impressed.   But this year’s Forum 
was different. There were 10 very diverse 

speakers.  Lily Eskelsen Garcia did an excel-

lent job controlling their time, yet was gra-

cious.  The speakers respected this former 

educator, now President of the NEA. This 

was unlike the televised debates where the 

candidates interrupted each other and criti-

cized each other’s ideas and life stories.  
I sat there thinking that someone there 

would be the Vice President Candidate and 

perhaps a future Secretary of State or Secre-

tary of Education. After the Primaries they 

would have to build a solid united platform. 

 I no longer live in your area, but have also 

joined a Florida based NEA-Retired associa-

tion, where we have taken up an active role 

in speaking to local and state candidates 

about their educational priorities.  It was 

energizing to hear enthusiastic young people 

with ideas on improving education and socie-

ty, who were candidates.  One candidate for 

a county legislative office had no arms, but 

had driven herself to our meeting. She told 

of her grandmother’s (her guardian) struggle 
to get her granddaughter an education and 

not spend hours on a bus. (She didn’t get 
elected but heads a group to improve condi-

tions and education for the handicapped.)  

Our group here in Sarasota has been lucky 

to have a top notch Government Relations 

chair. (And she’s from NJ.) 
The SCREA needs 

someone to step up and 

inform, energize and 

lead us in Government 

Relations.  This can also 

be a pair who work well 

together. 

(Comments to 

ga3lewis@hotmail.com) 
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 Necrology  

By Nancy Clink 

April 26 to August 8, 2019 

We recognize the passing of three of our members. 

Phyllis Dizzia passed away May 24, 2019.  She taught in the Totowa Borough Elementary School 
and continued her career at the Lounsberry Hollow School as the 7th grade coordinator and Eng-
lish teacher retiring in 1990. 

Jack Hontz passed away August 5, 2019.  He was an elementary band and chorus teacher in Green, 
Stillwater, Lafayette, Frelinghuysen and Newton; and later at the Newton High School for 35 
years. 

Marilee Koslowski Toomey passed away August 7,2019.  She retired from Andover Regional schools 
in 2008.  

Website:  

 Our SCREA website is a link on the njea.org 

website and www.screa-njea.org. Your user 

name is the # on your NJEA membership card 

and the last 4 digits of your Social Security 

number is your password unless you have 

changed it. Let us know if you want anything 

else published, email  Lucille Stanziale at    

lucillestanziale@yahoo.com . A goal of the 

SCREA Executive Committee is to keep our 

members informed. 

SCREA MEMBERSHIP  

Prepared by Ann Lane, Membership Chair 

For August/ September 2019 meetings 

Please remember that any dues paid during the 

school year go toward that year’s dues (Sept. 1 to 
Aug. 31) not a year from your payment.  

*Unified bills for the 2019-20 membership year 

have already been mailed out in May or June. If 

you have not mailed in your dues, please do so as 

soon as possible so as not to miss any publica-

tions.  If you have misplaced your bill and need a 

duplicate, you can request one from NJEA at 609

-599-4561 or I can snail or email you a duplicate 

bill. 

*If you or your friends do not receive your 

NJREA/NJEA/NEA or SCREA publications 

(starting with the September NJREA news-

letter) you may not have paid your annual dues. 

*Please make sure that you add the following   

SCREANJ@gmail.com to your email contacts so 

you are assured you receive the quarterly 

SCREA newsletter. 

*Life NJREA  members who do not have unified 

membership should send their $10 annual coun-

ty membership or $250 SCREA life membership 

to the address below. 

*NJREA members who have membership in an-

other county and want an additional county 

membership in Sussex, please send your $10 an-

nual membership to the address below. 

If you have any questions/problem about mem-

bership or your membership status, or receiving 

the county newsletter, please do not hesitate to 

contact me by phone, email or snail mail. 

973.209.4129 (home), 973.945.9708 (mobile & 

text), 21 Aspen, Hamburg NJ 07419 or 

laneac9999@gmail.com. 

2019-2020SCREA Treasurer’s Report 4 

For the August & September Meetings 

Prepared by Ann C. Lane, Treasure 

General Checking Account 

Balance 3/27/2019                               $21,778.25 

Income    3,371.62 

 Debit    4,102.34 

Balance 6/30/ 2019                21,047.53 

As of  6/30/2019 

Visions Regular CD (Matures 10/11/2019)     2,136.78 

Visions Primary Share       40.08 

Lifetime Visions CD (Matures 10/10/2019)   13,161.67 

Lifetime Lakeland                  13,893.18 

Philanthropic/Scholarship 6/30/2019 

Lakeland                                                    3,399.01 

Visions Non-profit checking                       7,940.35 

Visions  (Main Shares 01)                              25.52 

Visions  (Main Shares 02)                          25.16      
Visions CD (Matures 10/10/19)                 2,742.94 

mailto:SCREANJ@gmail.com
mailto:laneac9999@yahoo.com


Secretary’s Minutes:  
By Linda Bruno for 
 Theresa Boscia 
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The June 3, 2019 meeting at the Lafayette 

House, was called to order at 12:02 PM by Presi-

dent Kovacs. She read the “closed meeting” no-
tice and asked, without objection, to have the 

Flag Salute, song and invocation at the scholar-

ship presentation. First time attendees were 

welcomed and invited to introduce themselves. 

Members of the Executive Committee, not giv-

ing reports, were introduced. 

Minutes of the April 1, 2019 meeting were pub-

lished in the newsletter.  Since there were no 

corrections, additions or deletions, the minutes 

were filed. 

President’s Report: President Kovacs thanked 

all for their support during her time in office.  

She alerted members that State Senate Presi-

dent Sweeney has proposed a package of 27 bills 

reflecting his Path to Progress agenda.  Many of 

these target educators with further cuts and 

greater economic instability.  The entire assem-

bly is up for election in November.  It is im-

portant to elect representatives who value edu-

cators. We all need to donate to PAC to elect 

friends of education. 

Committee Reports: Ann Lane’s report is in 
the newsletter. Address any questions on the 

report or membership to her. Membership re-

newal forms are in the mail. 

1st VP: Pam Raynor will introduce the Scholar-

ship Program.  We received a thank you letter 

from Social Services on Spring Street in Newton 

for the food bank items and monetary donations, 

made at our April meeting. 

2nd VP:  Linda Adams is unable to attend this 

meeting due to the passing of her husband, Bob. 

She is looking for more members to go to the 

Dewey Beach, Delaware trip in September. 

Government Relations: ESP bills have passed 

in the Assembly, but need to be posted and vot-

ed on in the Senate. Please contact your repre-

sentatives and ask them to support these bills. 

There will be a rally in Trenton on June 13 to 

support the CWA.  NJEA will hold Lobby Days 

on June 20, 24 and 27. 

 

 

 Scholarship:  Sharon Mullen is accepting   

donations. 

Old Business:  Sharon Mullen reviewed the 

slate of officers made at the April meeting and 

asked for any further nominations from the 

floor.  Seeing none, nominations were closed 

and a motion was made by Elaine Badgley and 

seconded by Nancy Clink, to elect the following:     

 Pam Raynor, President,  

 Sharon Mullen, 1st VP,  

 Linda Adams, 2nd VP and  

 Ann Lane, Treasurer.                     

Congratulations to the new officers. 

New Business: The budget for 2019-2020 was 

moved by Budget Chair, Linda Bruno, as it ap-

peared in the newsletter and was seconded by 

Ann Lane. The budget passed. 

Adjournment: Motion at 12:43 by Ann Lane to 

adjourn, second Pam Raynor. 

Program –Scholarships: President Kovacs 

welcomed recipients, guidance counselors, fami-

ly members and representatives from Visions 

Federal Credit Union, sponsors of the Fred E. 

Aug Scholarship.  She then led the Flag Salute, 

the singing of God Bless America and the invo-

cation. 

Scholarship Chair, Sharon Mullen introduced 

the recipients and their guidance counselors:   

 Warren D. Cummings Award goes to 

Alexis Bensley, Newton H.S. Parents are Ells-

worth and Claudia Bensley and guidance coun-

selor, Mrs. Mazur. 

 Fred E. Aug Scholarship was awarded 

to Alexis Slobodzian, Kittatinny H.S.  Parents 

are Sam and Melanie Slobodzian and guidance 

counselor, Mr. DeMartini. 

 Samantha Russell from Kittatinny HS 

is the Pass It Along Scholar Athlete, accompa-

nied by Kurt Walton. 
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Dewey Beach, Delaware Trip 

Tues.-Fri. September 10– 13, 2019 

The trip to Dewey Beach has 29 people going. 

We are not accepting any more people to sign 

up.  The trip is closed. 

The bus leaves at 8AM from the Newton Park 

and Ride on South Park Road by Shop Rite.  

Anyone who needs an overnight parking pass 

should get one at the town managers office: 39 

Trinity Street, 2nd floor, Newton, NJ, 07860. 

973.383.3521 

A Note from Linda Adams 

After being the trip planner for the SCREA 

for over ten years I have decided to step down 

from this position.  The SCREA will need a 

new trip planner after the Dewey Beach trip.  

I have arranged for us to sign up with St. 

Jude's’ Church on Beaver Run Road in Har-
dyston Township and also the Hardyston Sen-

ior Citizens to go on their trips.  The new con-

tact person for these trips is Mary Ann Mur-

phy  973-697-8658.  I will get their trip plans 

to you, unless someone else would like the  

position. 

Thanks for some fantastic trips over the years 

and I hope we can continue with other senior 

groups.                    Linda 

The team from Visions Federal Credit Union, Rob Hennessy, Mary and Liz McDonagh 

congratulate Leah Slobodzian and her parents, Melanie and Sam Slobodzian.  We thank 

Visions Federal Credit Union for their $1,500 donation. 

Government Relations Chair 

Or co-chairs is/are needed.  This person (s) 

attends meetings at NJEA Headquarters and 

Lobby Days.  Their job is to inform our mem-

bership at our quarterly meetings and in our 

newsletters about needs of educators and re-

tired educators.  One of our officers will go to 

your first meeting with you if necessary.  

Health Benefits Chair 

This position requires an occasional trip to 

NJEA to learn about benefits that are availa-

ble to their retirees.  You may even request a 

representative from that department at 

NJEA to speak to our group.  This can be a 

very popular position. 

 

For further information or to volunteer, 

please contact Pam Raynor by phone or email 

using the information on page 1. 

Travel Chair 

No trips to NJEA required.  You meet with 

travel representatives, write a short column 

for our newsletter, speak at our meetings and 

collect names, fees and information.   



For Donations to the SCREA Philanthropic Fund (scholarship) 

Name: ______________________________      Amount ____________________     

Date:_________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

(Optional) In memory of ________________________ 

(Optional) Name & Address to send acknowledgement to 

 

Please write check to SCREA Philanthropic Fund and mail it to 

                        SCREA Philanthropic Fund, PO Box 502, Augusta, NJ 07822 
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Scholarship News: 

By Sharon Mullen 

At our June luncheon meeting, the SCREA was 

pleased to award two scholarships to two     future 

educators and recognize the Pass It Along Scholar 

Athlete, who we sponsored. 

Leah Slobodzian (left) is the recipient of the Fred 

Aug scholarship.  She ranks 29 in a class of 170 at 

Kittatinny Regional High School. Leah’s strength 
lies in her service to school and community.  Leah 

served as Vice President of Interact, as a peer 

leader and as a member of the National Honor 

Society.  In addition, she also volunteered at New-

ton Medical Center and the Kids Educational En-

richment Program (Project KEEP) at her local 

elementary school. 

Congratulations to Leah, as she pursues her  

studies in the field of elementary education at The 

College of New Jersey. 

Alexis Bensley (middle) was the recipient of the 

Warren D. Cummings Award. Alexis graduated  

ranked 4th out of a class of 172 from Newton High 

School.  She took honors and advanced placement 

classes during her entire high school career.  Alex-

is exhibited leadership and consistency in many 

areas for all four years.  She participated in soc-

cer, Math and Science Leagues, Spanish Honor 

and National Honor Society member and served 

as class treasurer.    

We wish Alexis the best as she studies Chemistry 

secondary education at Rowan University. 

 

Also pictured is Samantha Russell, (right) spon-

sored by SCREA in the Scholar Athlete pro-

gram.  Samantha, valedictorian of Kittatinny 

Regional High School, will attend Rochester In-

stitute of Technology to study Biomedical Engi-

neering. 

A special thank you to Visions who donated 

$1,500 to the Fred Aug Scholarship. Thank you 

to all our members who donated to this worth-

while endeavor.  Donations “in memory of” or for 
a special occasion for a loved one or friend may 

be made to this scholarship fund using the form 

below.   

Funds are only used for scholarship purposes. I 

wish to thank the members of our selection com-

mittee who read the applications and helped in 

the selection of these fine candidates. 



Calendar of Events 

Weds– Fri. Sept. 10–13, Trip to Dewey Beach, DE 

Mon. Sept. 16, 2019  SCREA Luncheon Meeting 

Thurs. Sept. 26, 2019 -NJREA Meeting 

Mon. Oct. 21, 2019 SCREA Executive Meeting 

Mon. Oct. 28, 2019  Mailing meeting  

Tues. Nov. 5, 2019 – State Primary Election 

Weds. Nov. 6, 2019  NJREA Convention in AC 

Mon. Dec. 2, 2019  SCREA Luncheon Meeting 

Mon. Feb. 24, 2020  SCREA Executive Meeting 

Mon. March 2, 2020  Mailing meeting  

Mon. April 6, 2020  SCREA Luncheon Meeting 

Mon. April 27, 2020  SCREA Executive Meeting  

Mon. May 4, 2020  Mailing meeting 

Mon. June 1, 2020  SCREA Luncheon Meeting 

 

All luncheon/ meetings are planned for the 

Lafayette House at Noon.  Executive and mail-

ing meetings are at 10 AM at Visions Commu-

nity Room, 47 Rt. 206, Augusta, NJ 07822. 

MENU 

Soup du jour 

House salad 

Chicken Piccata 

Roasted red potatoes 

Veggie 

Rolls & Butter 

Hot Apple Betty 

Coffee, Tea 

Resources to Stay Informed  

         or To Inform 

Go to www.njea.org  or NEA.org 
 

Contact Sen. Steven Oroho,  

Asm. Hal Wirths and Asm. Parker Space  

All have the same phone number & address    

973-827-0200   

115 Demarest Road, Suite B,   

     Sparta, NJ 07871 

SenOroho@njleg.org  AsmSpace@njleg.org 

AsmWirths@njleg.org 

Contact Gov. Phil Murphy 

 1-609-292-6000                   

PO Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625 
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Second Vice President’ Report– by Linda Adams 

Our fall luncheon meeting will be held on Monday, September 16, 2019 at 

the  Lafayette House in Lafayette Village, Lafayette, NJ. 

Reservations may be made by mailing your check for $30.00 per person 

made out to SCREA, to Linda Adams at the address above. No phone res-

ervations will be accepted. Membership in the SCREA and/or NJREA 

under the unification guidelines is required. 

The deadline for reservations is September 7. Any reservations received 

after this date cannot be guaranteed a meal. Please mail ahead of time to 

allow for postal delivery. If you cannot attend the meeting, we would like 

you to make arrangements to have someone pick up your meal for you. 

Please make those arrangements. For those with religious or dietary re-

strictions, a vegetarian meal or substitution is available upon request 

from your server when seated. Please try to arrive at the luncheon by 

11:45 AM but not before 11:30 AM.  Our next luncheon meeting is  

December 2, 2019.  

  



Returns to 

PO Box 502 

Augusta, NJ 07822 

Please put May 3, 2020 on your calendar and join 

the SCREA leadership team at this prestigious 

event.  NJREA has come a long way since 1920.  Car 

pooling will be available. 

This year the entire NJ assembly is up for election. 

Help elect officials who stand up for education by 

becoming informed, voting and contributing to 

NJEA-PAC. 

Please remember to renew your membership when 

the form comes to your mailbox.  The more members 

we have, the louder and stronger we are in Trenton. 

 

Program 

We are pleased to announce that NJEA       

Secretary/Treasurer Steve Beatty will be with 

us on Monday, September 16 to install our 

officers for the 2019-2021 term. Come meet 

Steve Beatty, the NJEA liaison for our 

NJREA.  

Our June luncheon featured the future educa-

tors who received our two scholarships and 

the young woman who we sponsored for Pass-

It-Along’s Scholar-Athlete.  Also time was 

built in to visit with your former colleagues.  

 


